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Obferv. X L I X. Of an Ant or Pifmire. 


_ — -j iu u C urawn, rncn any ol the 

X relt, for I could not, for a good while, think of a way to make it 
fuffer its body to ]y quiet in a natural pofture 5 but whim it was alive 
if its feet were fetter’d in Wax or Glew , it would fo twift and wind its 
body, that I could not any waycs get a good view of it 3 and if I killed 
it, its body was fo little, that I did often fpoile the fhape of it, before I 
could throughly view it: for this is the nature of thefe minute Bodies, 
that as loon, almoft, as ever their life isdeftroy’d, their parts immediate- 
ly forivel, and lofe their beauty 5 and fo is it alfo with finall Plants, as I 
inftanced before, in the defcription of Mofs. And thence alfo is the rea- 
* on 1 j venations in the beards of wild Oats, and in thofe of Mufk- 
grafs feed, that their bodies, being exceeding fmall, thofe fmall variations 
which are made in the furfaces of all bodies, almoft upon every change 
Of Air, especially if the body be porous, do here become fenfible, where 
the who e body is fo fmall, that it is almoft nothing but furface 3 for as in 
vegetable fobftances, I fee no great reafon to think, that the moifture of 
the All e(that, flicking to a wreath’d beard, does makeituntwift Miould 
evaporate orerhaleaiyay, any fafter then the moifture of other bodies, 

ofhodt h h? the T f 1 ?" fr0m ' 0r;lccefs of ““tore to, the furfaces 
1th h,, th'T a* ‘ hC 6me ’ tb ? fe bodies become moft fenfible of it, 
witli ptttrttttton of body to their furface. Soisitalfo 

doeslmoft Slril 5 - ^ dc “ d bod >' °ran Ant, or fuch iittle creature, 
does almoft mftantly thrivel and dry, and your obieft (hall bequitean- 

ei thing, before you can half delineate it, which proceeds not from the 
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ces,to the ufual drying of bodies in the Air, efpecially if warm For 
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fef "ftural pofture, or at leaft, l aUllLion, that It mighS 
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